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FOR RELEASE:

11 May 1972

F~~

Kika de la Garza

92-327

WASHINGTON, D C -- Just as surely as the trees and shrubs blossom beautifUlly in Washington at this time of year, so do hearings by the House Appropriations
Committee come around on public works projects.

And again this year there are several

projects of particular interest to our area.
The procedure is unchanged.

First, there are the committee hearings; then

the bill is reported to the House; after that-owe hope--comes passage by both houses of
Congress.

That should settle the matter, except that sometimes the EXecutive Department

freezes funds.which Congress has appropriated.
Anyway, committee hearings will begin May 15 on the. PubliC Works bill.

It

includes: $1 million, in a Bureau of Reclamation project, for rehabilitation of the
Hidalgo and Willacy Water Control and Improvement District, a fully repayable loan;
$250,000 for rehabilitation of the Santa Maria Water Control and Improvement District,

also a repayable loan; another repayable loan of $90,000 to update work on the La Feria
Water Control and Improvement District; $20,000 <and we hope to raise this figure)
toward completion of a study on deepening and widening the Port of Brownsville, a project needed for the long-range growth of the port and of great significance to the exportation of fruit and grain from South Texas.
These projects are not large in relation to those asked by other sections
of the U.S.··but they are of considerable importance to our area, and I will be following their progress through the Appropriations Committee with the utmost interest and
di~~.

* * * * * * *
~

EDGAR HOOVER -- became a legend in his own time just as many people have

said since his death.
ing principle.

In a permissive age he was a can of firm integrity and

undeviat~

He was also a human being with a surprisingly warm side--a man who sent

flowers and personal messages to his friends when they were in trouble.

He made jokes

with the head waiter at ,the Mayflower Hotel where he had lunch nearly every day.
he felt a fierce pride in the great FBI organization which he had built.
like the nation's top cop won't Come along soon.

And

Another man

It will be hard to find someone to

fit in that saddle.

* * * * * * *
TRADE IS THE SUBJECT

Again this year, as in every year since 1 was

elected to Congress, 1 am a member of the Mexico-U.S. Interparliamentary Group.

It is

a privilege 1 owe to past Speaker McCormack and present Speaker Albert, the Speaker

having the responsibility of naming the members to serve.
This year, we meet in New Orleans.

The dates are May 16-20.

In my part

of the discussions among members of the U.S. Congress and our counterparts from Mexico,
I plan to give special emphasis to commercial relations between the two countries, a
matter of constant importance to our border area.

I would like to see a return to some

of the former methods of trade, which served us well in the past.

Anyway, I will be

working the best I can for the interests of the people of the 15th Congressional District!

* * * * * * *
BOATING SAFETY

It's a matter of constant concern to many South Texans,

so I am passing along advice offered by the U.S. Coast Guard.

Before you set out on a

trip in your boat, says the Coast Guard, you should file a "float plan" with someone
you trust.

The plan should set out information about when you are going, where you

are going, when you are coming back, and who is with you.

Then, if you have trouble

and fail to return on schedule, rescuers will know where to look for you.
This is one of numerous safety tips in a Coast Guard publication entitled
"Everything You Wanted to Know About Boating."

I will be glad to send a copy to any

South Texas boat enthusiast who requests one.

* * * * * * *
TRANSPO '72 .- That is the official designation of the first international
transportation exhibition, sponsored ·by the .National Aeronautics

&

Space Administration.

and the Department of Transportation's Federal Aviation Administration.
held at Dulles International Airport, near Washington, May 26-June 4.

It will be.
This major

aeronautical exhibit has the theme "AViation serves the community and .the nation." .. And
South Texas will playa major role in the whole grand affair.
The Confederate Air Force, based in Harlingen, will be on hand in great
style with 18 aircraft. The CAF, made up of men who freely admit that they are Rebels
bec.ause·they are against the destruction of historical aircraft, will open the show on
three days. Furthermore, they wi 11 c lose the show every day at retreat, f lying a "mis
sing man" formation. This outstanding outfit will bring South Texas to the attention
of multiplied thousands of onlookers during the run of Transpo '72.

* * * * * * *
COLLEGE PAYS OFF -- In spite of rising costs to students <and their
parents), a college education is still an excellent investment, according to information I have received from the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department reports that
in 1970 costs per year averaged $1,198 at public colleges and $2,520 in private schools.
The costs have probably gone up still more since then. But the latest census figures
indicate that college graduates have average lifetime earnings of $238,000 more than
men with only high school diplomas.
It's something for dropouts to think about.

* * * * * * *
VISITORS FROM HOME
Visitors to my office this past week included Mr
Lee Richards of Harlingen; Sgt Jose Martinez of Port Isabel now stationed with the
Honor Guard at Fort Meyer, Virginia at the Capitol for the J Edgar Hoover rites; Mr
Pledger Cate of San Antonio, formerly of Edinburg and Mr Gene Garrison of Odessa,
formerly of Edinburg.

* * * * * * *

